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Standup Comics  •  All Veterans  •  Still Serving...
               One Joke At A Time.
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The Show and Tour
Executive Producers R. Ben Garant & Thomas Lennon (Writers of the “Night 

at the Museum” franchise and creators of “Reno! 911”), Rodman Schley 

(“DeepStacks Poker Tour” and creator/host of “The Urban Conversion”), and 

Lawrence Thompson, former William Morris Agency television packaging and 

business affairs executive, along with Producer, Comedian, and Retired US 

Army Staff Sergeant Thom Tran present the GIs of Comedy, a stand up comedy 

tour featuring US military combat veterans of the United States Army and Air 

Force.

The mission of the GIs of Comedy is to bring laughter and comedic relief to 

our US service members who have just returned from a combat deployment, 

who are preparing to deploy, or who support the war fighters. The national 

US tour will have the troupe playing to thousands of service men and women 

at US military installations all across the country. One or more of the live 

performances will also be filmed with the intention of airing the show on 

Comedy Central or Showtime, or another network, and distributing it through 

other channels including DVD,  Armed Forces Television, and online.BECAUSE NOT EVERY  
GENERATION GETS CALLED  
TO GREATNESS
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The Mission

Created by Comedian & Producer Thom Tran, a retired US Army Staff Sergeant and combat 

veteran of Operations Enduring Freedom & Iraqi Freedom, the GIs of Comedy tour brings together 

headlining comics that have all served in different branches of the United States Military.

The GIs of Comedy is an Armed Forces Entertainment approved tour, and spent 2012 touring 

all over the continental United States, performing to thousands of service members, veterans, 

and supporters at 18 separate military installations and cities in 14 different states, providing 

the healing therapy of laughter to those who have served in the United States Armed Forces. 

Knowing the mental and physical toll that combat can take on the lives of those who have 

deployed and their families, the GIs of Comedy are determined to help those troops heal through 

laughter.

In 2013, the GIs of Comedy want to continue that mission and add an additional focus to the tour, 

reaching out to the tens of thousands of Student Veterans who return from combat and enter 

academia. These soldiers, sailors, marines, and airmen often return from deployments to find 

college life nearly as stressful as combat but with fewer support outlets, not knowing that they 

have a support group of hundreds, sometimes thousands, of other veterans walking right next 

to them on campus. 

So the 2013 GIs of Comedy Tour will continue to perform at military installations as well as 

colleges and universities in an effort to bring student veterans together and to show them that 

they are not alone.  And to show them that together they can continue on after a life in uniform.

Tour Success

Since it’s creation in 2010, The GIs of Comedy have been featured on the CBS Early Show, Lifetime TV’s “Coming 

Home”, CNN, Fox News, Soldier Magazine, the Official Magazine of the US Army, and many other media 

outlets.

In 2012, the GIs of Comedy performed at over a dozen military installations including:

 - Fort Campbell, KY (Home to the 101st Airborne Division)

 - San Diego/Coronado, CA (Home to Naval Special Warfare Group 1 – SEALs)

 - Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA (Home to the US Army’s 1st Special Forces Group)

 - Fort Riley, KS (Home to the 1st Infantry Division “Big Red One”)

 - As well as special performances for General Motors Corp and the University of Utah.

Here are a few things people had to say about the GIs of Comedy from the Facebook Page...

“I have never laughed so hard, for so long before. You guys were GREAT. Hope to see you again soon. Cheers from SLC.”

- Mark, University of Utah, UT

“You guys are awesome, had a great time Friday night at the Forum! I can’t remember the last time I laughed so hard! Thanks 

for what you do and for serving our country... you guys rock!”

- Lynzy, Buffalo, NY

“Had an absolute BLAST at your show tonight at FLW! Thanks for a much needed evening of LMAO!”

- Jennifer, Ft. Leonard Wood, MO

And in 2013, the GIs of Comedy will have the special honor of performing at the George Bush Presidential 

Library and Museum at Texas A&M University in College Station, TX.
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About The Comics
Each comedian on this tour is a veteran of the United States military, and all have 
spent time in active combat zones either serving as a member of the Armed Forces, 
as a comedian, or both!

Thom Tran
Staff Sergeant (Retired), United States Army Civil Affairs & Psychological 
Operations Command, US Army Special Operations Command 

Thom Tran created the GIs of Comedy Tour in 2010 to fulfill two needs. The 
first, to help his brothers and sisters in arms, both active duty and veterans, 
feel the healing power of laughter, knowing first hand how traumatic a combat 
deployment can be on both body and mind.  And the second, to help heal his 
own injuries, both physical and mental, after he was medically retired from the 
Army because of wounds received in combat in Iraq.

Thom enlisted in the United States Army at 18 years old before he even 
finished high school. After joining the Army, Thom spent his entire career as a 
Communications Sergeant as well as a Civil Affairs Sergeant within the United 
States Army’s Special Operations Community. In 2003, four days after crossing 
the border into Iraq, Thom was wounded during a firefight when a sniper’s bullet 
found it’s way to the back of his skull. He bandaged himself up, continued the 
mission, and finished his 12 month tour in Iraq. 

When Thom isn’t on the road he makes his home in Hollywood, CA performing 
at the Improv, The World Famous Laugh Factory, and clubs all over Los Angeles.
Thom also works as a writer, producer, actor, and military consultant to 
Hollywood films & television shows having appeared on “CSI: NY”, “Deadliest 
Warrior”, “Coming Home”, and he recently joined the cast of the new web 
series “Caribe Road”. 

His mission with the GIs of Comedy is to bring that same therapy to every man 
and woman serving in every branch of the United States Armed Forces so that 
they don’t have to travel the same dark paths he did when he separated from 
the military. 

Jose Sarduy
Major (Active Reserve), United States Air Force Reserve 

Jose Sarduy was the first member of the GIs of Comedy selected for the group. 
A chance meeting at a Los Angeles comedy club brought the two together. 
Now as Thom’s close friend, trusted teammate, and “brother”, Jose is the 
team’s XO, or Executive Officer, when Thom’s Producer duties take him away 
from the team’s day-to-day operations, despite the fact that Jose technically 
out ranks Thom. 

Jose, the son of Cuban immigrants in the 1980’s, is still an active member of 
the United States Air Force Reserve. When he is not on tour with the GIs of 
Comedy, Jose is a Major and flight instructor at Laughlin Air Force Base in Del 
Rio, Texas where he trains young pilots. He’s also an accomplished aviator and 
combat veteran of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. 

Like Thom, Jose’s father was a political prisoner. After having criticized Fidel 
Castro, the elder Sarduy was put in prison, and then the family was deported 
to the United States. Jose grew up in Miami, FL, then later attended the United 
States Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, CO, and was commissioned an 
active duty Air Force officer. 

Jose found comedy in the clubs of New York City while he was stationed at 
nearby McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey. After winning comedy awards 
and making a name for himself on the comedy scene, Jose left active duty to 
pursue comedy full time, hoping to later have a career in politics. 

Jose has been featured in the Air Force Times, was selected for as a finalist 
in the Seattle Comedy Competition in 2009, and the Lucky 21. His comedy 
career started out in New York and Philadelphia, getting on stage anytime he 
wasn’t serving. He performs all over the country now and is rapidly becoming 
an audience favorite for his ability to make deportation, and life threatening 
moments hysterical!

thomtran.com 

facebook.com/thomtran.officialpage 

@thomtran1 
youtube.com/thomtranofficialpage 

josesarduy.com 

facebook.com/ComedianJoseSarduy 

@ JoseSarduy 

youtube.com/JoseSarduy 
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Tom Irwin
Private First Class (Former), United States Army

Known within the GIs of Comedy as “TI”, Tom Irwin, literally grew up in the next 
town over from Thom Tran in Buffalo, NY and shared the same friends, but 
never met until they both performed at the Laugh Factory at a USO benefit. 
TI was selected for the team not only for his comedic chops but also for his 
dedication to serving the United States Armed Forces, having performed on 
FOUR separate comedy tours in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Tom Irwin spent his time in uniform with the US Army’s 5th Engineers, and now 
builds his career as a standup comedian based in Los Angeles, and tours all over 
the world. 

Although Tom served in the Army during peacetime, his multiple tours to Iraq 
to perform for our service members shows his continued dedication to those 
who continue to serve in the Armed Forces.

Tom also turned one of his nearly month long tours in Iraq into a riveting 
one man show called “25 Days In Iraq”, which he took throughout the country 
performing to both civilian and military audiences, and at the White House!

Special Operations Warrior Foundation
In 2012 The GIs of Comedy Tour partnered with the Special Operations Warrior 
Foundation (SOWF), a charity that raises college scholarship money for the 
families of US Special Operations Personnel that have been killed in the service 
of our country. SOWF also provides family services, including educational 
couseling, and support to wounded Special Operations Forces.

The tour’s creator, Thom Tran, spent his entire career within the US Army’s 
Special Operations Community. Thom lost his room mate, friend, and 
soldier SPC Charles E. Bush to an Improvised Explosive Device during their 
deployment in Iraq in 2003, and Bush left behind several children to be raised 
without a father.  So the Special Operations Warrior Foundation holds a 
particularly dear place in Thom’s heart.

Part of the proceeds from all merchandise sold online and during the GIs of 
Comedy  Tour is donated directly to the Special Operations Warrior Foundation. 
A performance is being planned for Spring 2013 in Tampa, FL Home of the 
US Special Operations Command at MacDill Air Force Base, when the GIs 
of Comedy will perform and then present a check to the Special Operations 
Warrior Foundation.

tomirwincomedy.com 

@pigfellinthemud 

facebook.com/tom.irwin.98 

 

www.specialops.org 
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Bringing The GIs of Comedy To You...
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What The Tour Consists Of...

Having nearly 30 years of comedy experience between them, the GIs of Comedy 
are well versed in tailoring their performances to their audiences. Shows can be 
G-Rated all the way to R-Rated adult material, but always in good taste.

The comedians on the GIs of Comedy Tour are not only veterans, they are also 
actors, writers, producers, broadcasters, authors and fathers living, working, and 
making careers in Hollywood.

One of the goals of the GIs of Comedy is to show separating veterans that there 
are paths to careers and lives after the military, and the GIs of Comedy want to 
provide some guidance. 

On Base Performances Include:

 • Pre- or Post- Show Q & A with troops about Hollywood, Television,  
 Film and the Entertainment Industry

 • On Post Radio, Television, and/ or Newpapaer Interviews

 • A 2-Hour performance by the GIs of Comedy

 • On Post meet and greet, autograph session after the show

  • Back stage access for special guests

  • Social media opportunities to include access to Facebook, Twitter,  

 and email databases.

  • Opportunity for two off site celebrity appearances.

  • Opportunity for local “special guest” veteran comedians to perform  

 on the show

To Book The GIs of Comedy, contact info@gisofcomedy.com or call 
424-240-8466 or contact your local MWR or USO!

Find Out More!

Find out more about the GIs of Comedy by watching their 
YouTube videos, Liking their Facebook Page, or following them 
on Twitter!

Visit these links!

 • www.youtube.com/gisofcomedy

 • www.facebook.com/gisofcomedy

 • www.twtter.com/gisofcomedy

AS SEEN ON...
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GIs of Comedy

info@gisofcomedy.com
www.gisofcomedy.com

Direct Contact:
Thom Tran - 424.240.8466


